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MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE
(Department of Health and Family Welfare)
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 21st September, 2012

G.S.R. 708(E).— In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 31 of the Cigarettes and
other Tobacco Products (Prohibition of Advertisement and Regulation of Trade and
Commerce, Production, Supply and Distribution) Act, 2003 (34 of 2003), the Central

- Government hereby makes the following rules to further amend the Cigarettes and other
Tobacco Products (Prohibition of Advertisement and Regulation of Trade and Commerce,
Production, Supply and Distribution) Rules, 2004, namely :-

1.

(1) These rules may be called the Cigarettes and other Tobacco Products (Prohibition
of Advertisement and Regulation of Trade and Commerce, Production, Supply and
Distribution) Amendment Rules, 2012.

(2) They shall come into force from the 2" Day of October, 2012.

In the Cigareties and other Tobacco Products (Prohibition of Advertisement and
Regulation of Trade and Commerce, Production, Supply and Distribution) Rules,
2004,-

ya

(a) for rule 7 the following rule shall be substituted, namely.-

“7. Health Spot and Message in Old Films and Television Programmes displaying
Tobacco Products or their use.-

(1) The owner or manager of a cinema hall or theatre screening old films (Indian and
foreign) which display tobacco products or their use, shall ensure that anti-tobacco

health spots of minimum thirty seconds duration each are screened at the beginning

and middle of the film:

Provided that such health spots shall be made available to the Central Board of Film
Certification by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India.

(2) If the owner or manager of cinema hall or theatre fails to comply with the
provisions of sub-rule (1), the license of such cinema hall or theatre may be
cancelled or suspended by the competent authority, after giving a reasonable
opportunity to explain such failure.

(3) The broadcaster of old television programmes (including old Indian and foreign
films) displaying tobacco products or their use, shall ensure that, -

(a) anti-tobacco health spots, of minimum thirty seconds duration each are screened
at the beginning and middle of the television programme:

Provided that such health spots shall be made available to the Central Board of Film
Certification by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India;

(b) anti-tobatco health warning as a prominent static message is displayed at the
bottom of the television screen during the period of display of the tobacco products
or their use in the television programmes:
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Provided that the anti-tobacco health warning message shall be legible and readable,
with font in black colour on white background, and, -

(i) with the warnings "Smoking causes cancer”" or "Smoking kills" for smoking
forms of tobacco use;

(ii) with the warnings "Tobacco causes cancer" or "Tobacco kills" for chewing and
other smokeless forms of tobacco;

(iii) or with such other warnings as may be specified by the Central Government
from time to time:

Provided that the anti-tobacco health warning message or health spots shall be in the
same language as used in the film or television programme and in case of dubbed or
sub-titled films or television programmes, the message or spots shall be carried in
the language of dubbing or sub-title.

(4) If the broadcaster of old television programmes fails to comply with the
provisions of sub-rule (3), the competent authority in the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting, Government of India shall take appropriate punitive action
including cancellation or suspension of the license issued to such broadcaster, after
giving a reasonable opportunity to explain such failure.

Explanation :- For the purpose of this rule, -

(i) all films that receive Central Board of Film Certification prior to the gﬁ'ective
date of this notification shall be categorized as "old films"; '

(it) all television programmes produced prior to coming into effect of this
notification shall be categorized as “Old Television Programme”;

(iii) the expression "foreign film" implies "Imported" as defined in the
Cinematograph (Certification) Rules, 1983;

(iv) the expression "television programmes " implies "programme" as defined in the
Cable Television Networks (Regulation) Act, 1995”. :

(b) for rule 8 the following rule shall be substituted, namely.-

“8. Health Spots, Message and Disclaimer in New Films and Television
Programmes.- (1) All new Indian or foreign films and television programmes
displaying tobacco products or their use shall have,-

(a) a strong editorial justification explaining the necessity of the display of the
tobacco products or their use in the film, to the Central Board of Film Certification;

(b) anti-tobacco health spots, of minimum thirty seconds duration each at the
beginning and middle of the films and television programmes;

(c) anti-tobacco health warning as a prominent static message at the bottom of the
screen during the period of display of the tobacco products or their use in the film
and television programme;

(d) an audio-visual disclaimer on the ili-effects of tobacco use, of minimum twenty
seconds duration each, in the beginning and middle of the film and television
programme; ;
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Provided that such health spots and disclaimer shall be made available to the Central
Board of Film certification by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare,

Government of India:
Provided further that no film displaying tobacco products or their use shall be

certified for public exhibition by the Central Board of Film Certification unless the
conditions specified in clauses (a) to (d) of sub-rule (1) are fulfilled.

(2) If the owner or manager of a cinema hall or theatre fails to comply with the
provisions of sub-rule (1), the license of such cinema hall or theatre may be

cancelled or suspended by the competent authanty, after giving a reasonabie ,

opportunity to explain such failure;

(3) If the broadcaster of the television programmes fails to comply with the
provisions of clauses (b) to (d) of sub-rule (1), the competent authority in the
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, Government of India shall take
appropriate punitive action including cancellation or suspension of the license issued
to such broadcaster, after giving a reasonable opportunity to explain such failure.

(4) The anti-tobacco heal{h warning message as specified in clause (c) of sub-rule (1)
shall be legible and readable, with font in black colour on white background, and, -

(i) with the warnings "Smoking causes cancer" or "Smoking kills" for smoking
forms of tobacco use;

(ii) with the warnings "Tobacco causes cancer” or "Tobacco kills" for chewing and
other smokeless forms of tobacco;

-

(iii) or with such other warnings as may be specified by the Central Government
from time to time.

(5) The anti-tobacco health warning messages or health spots shall be in the same
language as used in the film or television programme and in case of dubbed or sub-
titled films or television programmes, the messages or spots shall be carried in the
language of dubbing or sub-title.

Explanation. - For the purpose of this rule,-

(i) all films that receive Central Board of Film certification after the effective date of
this notification shall be categorized as “New Films”.

(ii) all television programmes produced after the effective date of this notification
shall be categorized as “New Television Programme”.

[F. No. P-16012/1/2005-PH]
[F. No. P-16012/1/2005-PH]

Smt. SHAKUNTALA D. GAMLIN, Jt. Secy.

Note: The principal rules were published in the Gazette of India, vide notification
number G.S.R. 137 dated the 25th February, 2004, and were subsequently amended
vide notification number G.S.R. 345(E) dated the 31st May, 2005, vide G.S.R.
698(E) dated 30th November, 2005, vide G.S.R. 656(E), dated 20th October, 2006
and vide G.S.R 786 dated 27" October. 2011.
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